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Sheflla Quinson’s Journey: Tuming fimto ThumPRhs

Sheila Quimson is a proud graduate of Northern Marianas
College, earning her Associate of Arts degree in Liberal Arts.
Her journey to this achievement was one marked by personal
challenges, perseverance, and meaningful milestones.

“Without the support of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation
(OVR), | would not have been able to fulfill my dream of
earning a college degree and finding meaningful employment,”
Sheila shared. “I’'ve always wanted to become a teacher, and
while | know I'll need to continue my education to reach that
goal, for now, I’'m eager to showcase what I’'ve learned as a
Teacher Aide within the CNM| Public School System.”

Throughout her college journey, Sheila faced obstacles related
to her disability and financial hardship. She began attending
Northern Marianas College in 2013, often taking just one or two
classes per semester due to her circumstances. “There were
days when | wanted to quit because of my disability,” she
recalled. “But there was always a voice inside me that said,
‘How will you prove to others that disability is an ability, not a
weakness, if you give up now?’”

She credits much of her success to the dedicated staff at the
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, especially her Vocational
Rehabilitation Counselor, Ms. Jane Tudela. “She always
offered positive encouragement and helped me find ways to
overcome the challenges | encountered in college,” Sheila said.
“m also grateful to my mother, who worked two jobs to
support our family, and to my classmates, instructors, and
even strangers who later became like family to me.”

To others who may be navigating similar challenges,
Sheila offers this advice: “You may have a disability,
but you have to keep going. Stay positive, and
remember — there are people out there who are
willing to help and support you every step of the
way.”

A milestone reached, a dream in

motion. Way to go, Sheila!

We celebrate Sheila’s
remarkable
accomplishments.and
wish her continued
success as she follows
her heart and pursues
her dream of becoming
a teacher. May her story
continue to inspire
others to believe in
themselves and never
giveup.







